
November 13, 1914
Dixon Pilot

Big Fire at Crocker.
   Crocker suffered a serious fire last 
Tuesday night when three buildings 
and thousands of dollars’ worth of 
merchandise burned.
   The fire seemed to have originat-
ed in the basement of the concrete 
store building owned by W. H. Fike 
and occupied by C. A. Burchard & 
Co.’s general store. The wall of the 
building crumbled and the frame 
building adjoining on the east side 
occupied by Chas. Vandegrift’s 
barber shop was quickly laid low by 
the flames, which went on east into 
and destroyed the massive brick 
Odd Fellows building, which was 
occupied by the Crocker State Bank, 
the Crocker Mercantile Co.’s large 
store, and Dr. Orrick’s office. The 
long, high and solid south wall of 
the building and much hard work 
prevented the fire from taking hold 
on the adjoining frame buildings, 
though most everything was carried 
into the street from the remaining 
five stores and the bank of Crocker 
in the same block.
   Most all the contents of the two 
last named buildings were saved, 
but little was saved from Burchard’s 
store, in which an immense lot of 
new staple goods had just been 

placed, and the stock was perhaps 
not half covered by insurance. The 
Odd Fellows carried about $3,000 
insurance on their building, which 
was worth $7,000 to $8,000.
   The fire was discovered at about 8 
o’clock by ladies at Rebekah lodge, in 
the I. O. O. F. Hall. It is thought the 
fire started from an acetylene light 
generator.

January 1
Richland Mirror

   See the moving picture show at the 
town hall Saturday night.
Moving pictures Wednesday and 
Saturday nights of each week at the 
town hall. Change of reels at every 
show.
   The Pulaski county court has 
ordered a special election for Liberty 
township for the purpose of voting 
on the stock law proposition. The 
election is to be held February 9, 
1915. [A stock law required livestock 
to be confined by fencing.]
   E. E. Noe was called to Stoutland 
Wednesday to do some telephone 
repairing. Finding that the Frisco 
schedule and his did not agree alto-
gether, he walked home after supper. 
[That’s a walk of about 8 miles.]

January 22
Dixon Pilot
Finest Ever.

   The Dixon Light and Power Co. 

turned on the lights on the various 
streets, in our business houses, resi-
dences, etc., for the first time Friday 
night, 22nd, and to say our people 
are pleased with the lights the Ab-
ernathys are giving us is putting it 
mild enough. These beautiful white 
lights cannot be surpassed by the 
plants of the big cities or any other 
place, and they are just as steady as 
the Rock of Gibraltar. While some 
smaller towns around us had elec-
tric lights installed before Dixon 
did yet our Alderman and others 
have used their usual conservatism 
and farsightedness and didn’t grab 
at the first opportunity to get any 
sort of makeshift for electric lights, 
and now we think all are begin-
ning to feel well paid for waiting a 
while, as we got a fair deal in lights, 
have good men at the helm and 
are getting as good service as it is 
possible for anyone to render. We 
believe our Aldermen, who largely 
engineered the securing of the light 
plant, and who were “cussed” more 
or less (principally more) in connec-
tion with former light propositions, 
are entitled to the lasting gratitude 
of our people in general, and that 
special thanks are due Mayor M. F. 
Sweet, whose head was level on the 
matter of lights, who was a tireless 
worker for a light plant that would 
rank with the best on a plan that 
would stand the test of time, and 
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1940 Dear Readers...
   In this review of the beginning 
of construction of Fort Leonard 
Wood, we reprint excerpts from a 
column called “Dear Readers...,” 
written by Ruth Long, owner and  
publisher of the Pulaski County 
Democrat. Ruth and husband V. 
V. Long bought the Democrat in 
September of 1914 from George 
Lane. Upon being appointed 
Waynesville postmaster, Lane 
agreed to sell the paper “and give 
the post office my personal atten-
tion.” When V. V. Long secured 
the postmastership in November 
of 1933, he likewise ceased active 
management of the paper. His 
wife Ruth became publisher and 
his son, Douglas E., editor and 
business manager. Ruth wrote 
a weekly column called “Dear 
Readers... .” It usually began with 
a recap of the weather for the past 
week and what she and V. V. ate 
for lunch and supper that week. 
News about neighbors and former 
county residents was interspersed 
with gems of local history. Ruth’s 
column reports the emergence 
of Fort Leonard Wood but her 
account is a personal one of the 
boom years of World War II. She 
notes the changing landscape, 
expresses awe at the huge military 
effort and influx of people, while 
sometimes lamenting the change. 
We offer her perspective alongside 
the news articles, all of which are 
from the Democrat.

FORT LEONARD WOOD
In the Beginning

$8,000,000 U. S. Army Training Camp 
To Be Located in Pulaski County

Pulaski Fine Arts Association
Theatre on the Square

Celebrating 20 Years of Community Theater
Waynesville, MO

2015–2016 Season
• Blithe Spirit

• Twas the Night Before Christmas
• Children’s Hour

• Gifted
• Arsenic and Old Lace

For tickets: Pulaski County Tourism Bureau 336-6335



who moved to Colorado before the 
plant was nearly installed.

February 5
Richland Mirror

Local and Personal—Wm. Dodson 
says the largest single sale of postage 
stamps that he has ever made was 
last Tuesday when he sold $15 worth 
to E. A. Steckel. [Steckel was promot-
ing his development of Turkey Ridge.]      
   Prospects for a large real estate 
business this coming spring are 
extra good, says E. A. Steckel. He 
mailed out over 700 letters last Tues-
day to prospective buyers.
     It is reported that two brothers 
of Waynesville by the name of Black 
died this week from the effects of 
having drank a quantity of wood 
alcohol. [These were sons of Eliza 
Black, owner of the Black Hotel, now 
the Old Stagecoach Stop.]

February 11
Crocker News

   Now is the time to look around 
and pick out your Mayor and City 
Council for the next  year. We don’t 
care who they are so long as they 
favor a city waterworks, electric 
lights, a free public library, more 
sidewalks and street crossings and 
a progressive administration of the 
city’s affairs.

February 12
Dixon Pilot

Why Have Good Roads?
   There are an abundance of reasons 
why we should have good roads, 
even under normal conditions.

   But there are urgent reasons why 
we should have them this year, when 
conditions are expected to far sur-
pass even those of normal.
   Our roads must be in condition 
for prompt harvesting of the great 
crops which the world is demanding 
of America this year.
    Experts in all lines of business 
predict that 1915 will be the most 
prosperous year in the history of the 
United States.
   President Wilson has publicly 
warned the farmers of the country 
that the task of feeding the world 
will soon devolve upon us, and he 
urges us to utilize every ounce of 
energy and every foot of ground, 
that the supply may be equal to the 
tremendous demand for food.
   Europe today is non-productive 
yet the people of those countries 
must be fed. They must not starve. 
And America is the only nation that 
is equal to the gigantic task.
   And because the herculean task 
falls upon the American farmer, it is 
imperative that no act of ours be left 
undone that may be productive of 
greater or swifter results.
   And herein lies the value of good 
country roads.
   Tremendous crops may be grown 
and harvested, but they must be 
marketed in record time this year.
   And without good roads this can-
not be done.
   The time is opportune for the 
people of this community to take 
up this matter and see that prompt 

measures are taken to insure the 
best of roads in the country districts 
before the time is at hand for the 
moving of the great crops we are 
asked to produce.
   Horses and mules must draw this 
produce to the shipping points, and 
this is a matter requiring both time 
and animal energy.
   An animal possesses only a certain 
amount of energy, beyond which 
it may be taxed, and when that 
energy is exhausted it ceases to be 
of the greatest value to its owner, 
and future movements are retarded 
because of its lost vitality.
   If country roads are placed in 
the best possible condition during 
the spring and summer months, 
the fall movement of crops will be 
accomplished with greater ease and 
less expense than heretofore. And 
every hour of time will be needed 
this fall if the farmers heed the call 
of the world and the warning of our 
president.
   Let us “up and be doing” here that 
we may contribute bountifully of 
our substance when humanity turns 
to us for bread.

Richland Mirror
Stock Law Meets Defeat

   The stock law, which was voted on 
at the special election last Tuesday 
in Liberty Township, was defeated 
by a majority of 42. Following is the 
official vote cast:
     Swedeborg—38 for, 73 against
     Bellefonte—19 for, 49 against

     Richland—160 for, 137 against
[It’s apparent that Richland was the 
only community in the township in 
favor of keeping cows, hogs, sheep, 
and horses behind fences.]

March 26
Dixon Pilot

Second Conflagration for Crocker 
Within 5 Months

   Fire which started at about 8:30 
p.m. Saturday night, 20th, dealt a 
much heavier blow to Crocker than 
the fire that occurred the 10th of last 
November. Starting in the old Wag-
ner hotel building the fire spread 
quickly to adjacent buildings north 
and south till every building south 
was burned out to the street, and 
was only checked in the old bank 
brick building near Rowden’s store 
on the north side of the block.
   The buildings burned, all of which 
were two stories in height, were: the 
old solid concrete building on the 
southeast corner of the block and 
the large frame building adjoining 
on the north, both owned by Dr. 
J. E. Rayl; the concrete block and 
Wagner building, owned by J. L. 
Hoops; the Teeple Hotel (formerly 
sanatorium), owned by Drs. L. and 
A. L. Tice, and considerable damage 
was done to the interior—especially 
of the north side—of the old brick 
bank building owned by Dr. A. L. 
Tice.
   The ground floor of the solid 
concrete building on the corner was 
occupied by the Head & Fisher gen-
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eral store and the second floor by 
the Thos. Jones family and the local 
exchange of the Pioneer Telephone 
Co.
   The first floor of the frame build-
ing adjacent was occupied on the 
south side by the City Drug Store, 
owned by T. M. Peterson; and on the 
north side by Dr. J. E. Rayl’s offices 
in the rear, and Arthur Singleton’s 
barber shop in the front. Part of 
the second floor was used as a city 
hall—official meeting place of the 
city officers, and part was used as 
residence by Mr. and Mrs. T. M. 
Fisher.
   Next in line was the concrete block 
building, the first floor of which was 
occupied by Onnie Gifford’s meat 
market and restaurant. The second 
floor of this building and the second 
floor of the Wagner hotel building 
adjoining were occupied as bed 
rooms in connection with the Hotel 
Teeple. The first floor of the Wag-

ner hotel building was occupied on 
the south side by the Palace Drug 
Store, owned by Dr. Orrick and Geo. 
Zeiseniss; the north side by the Van-
degrift barber shop.
   Next was the sanatorium building, 
which was occupied as the Hotel 
Teeple proper, conducted by Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. E. Teeple.
   The brick bank building, which 
was not destroyed but damaged, was 
occupied on ground floor by the 
Crocker State Bank, the bank which 
suffered a loss and was burned out 
of a home in the November fire. The 
second floor was occupied as the 
residence of Dr. and Mrs. A. L. Tice.
   Head & Fisher saved all their 
goods, and we are told had $2,000 
insurance, which probably will cover 
damage sustained in piling goods 
out in the street. The Pioneer Tele-
phone Co.’s switchboard and other 
paraphernalia was saved, as was also 
all the household goods of Mr. and 

Mrs. Thomas Jones, except a heating 
stove which was too hot to handle at 
the time.
   T. M. Peterson saved most of his 
drug stock, fixtures, etc., and was 
still wearing “the smile that never 
comes off.” Insurance, $1,500. Dr. 
Rayl’s office fixtures and Arthur 
Singleton’s tonsorial equipment were 
saved.
   Onnie Gifford saved part of his 
stock, lost considerable, and had 
only $600 insurance.
   Perhaps less than half the Palace 
Drug Store stock was saved, though 
most of fixtures saved. $1,500 insur-
ance. The Vandegrift barber shop 
equipment was destroyed in whole.
   With the exception of a piano, lit-
tle of value was saved from the well 
furnished Teeple Hotel, embracing 
the three buildings. $950 insurance 
perhaps half covers the loss.
   We didn’t get any report on the 
amount of insurance carried by Dr. 

Rayl on his buildings. Part of the 
other insurance reports we give were 
not obtained first hand and we do 
not vouch for their correctness.
   J. L. Hoops had only $2,500  insur-
ance on his building.
   Drs. Tice had $2,000 insurance on 
the Hotel Teeple (sanatorium) build-
ing and a like amount on the brick 
bank building.
   The fire’s origination was from 
a gasoline heating apparatus that 
was being lighted by Chas. Vande-
grift in the Vandegrift & Lumpkin 
barber shop, located in the Wagner 
hotel building. Mr. Vandegrift, who 
was blown against the wall and his 
clothing set on fire by the exploding 
gasoline, was rescued by friends 
who happened to be in the shop at 
the time.
   Crocker had not recovered from 
the loss sustained in the November 
fire. The Odd Fellows’ building is the 
only one of the three destroyed at 
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that time that is being replaced and 
it is not near ready for occupancy.
   Learning about midnight Saturday 
night, 27th, that Crocker had just 
suffered another disastrous fire, the 
Pilot man boarded the 12:44 a.m. 
train for the scene of the conflagra-
tion, saw the ruins, gathered the 
facts above as best he could ‘midst 
the confusion and returned on the 
7:16 train, No. 10.

March 19
Richland Mirror

RICHLAND LIGHT & POWER CO.
   No town large or small on the 
Frisco has a better quality of electric 
lights or a more dependable and 
satisfactory service than Richland. 
The Richland Light & Power compa-
ny has over 800 lights in residences, 
stores, public buildings and on the 
streets. The machinery is driven by 
an oil engine of the latest design. As 
soon as the demand will justify the 
additional effort, a day power and 
fan service will be installed. [Rich-
land was the first Pulaski County vil-
lage to have electric lights. It was also 
the first to have a city water system, 
due to a series of devastating fires.]

March 25
Crocker News

   Dr. Pippin came out from St. Louis 
Sunday with a force of men to finish 
the work on his summer resort, 
which he is building at Bartlett’s 
Mill.

March 29
Dixon Pilot

  The Dixon Light & Power Co. is 
kept busy wiring houses and install-
ing fixtures for electric lights. The 
very latest and most efficient fix-
tures were installed in the Masonic 
Hall this week, and therein was also 
installed the first electric fan for 
Dixon—a large ceiling fan. The time 
is near when many others will have 
fans installed.

April 2
Dixon Pilot

   The material for the reconstruc-
tion of the Baker Hotel is being 
delivered and work will begin on 

same as soon as the weather will 
permit.—reprinted from the Pulaski 
County Democrat. [The Baker Hotel 
in Waynesville burned in December 
of 1914.]

April 8
Crocker News

Bartlett’s Mill Burns
   Word reached Crocker this 
(Thursday) morning that Bartlett’s 
Mill, situated on the Gasconade 
River about five miles southwest 
of Crocker, burned last night, the 
building (except water wheel) and 
contents being a total loss. The fire 
started at 8:30 or thereabouts and 
light from the burning building 
could be seen from here.

Dixon Pilot
   The proposition to hold a nine 
months term of school carried by an 
overwhelming majority, 123 For and 
12 Against.
   The Fontanelle Stock Company 
played in the local opera house for 
three nights this week. These players 
put on some good plays, but because 
of the fact that their coming was 
poorly advertised and the revival 
meetings at the churches, the shows 
were not largely attended.

April 9
   J. J. Grempczynski and Wm. 

Hilton opened a new picture show—
The Gem Theatre—this week, 2nd 
door south of the Bank of Dixon. 
The first show was Friday night. 
They are arranging to show pictures 
soon on last Monday’s prize fight 
in which Jesse Willard, the cowboy, 
knocked the sox off Jack Johnson. 
Willard’s training quarters are to be 
shown. [The boxing footage of the 
fight in Havana was not shown. A 
law prevented it.]

April 15
Crocker News

What About Fire Protection?
   Within the short space of six 
months property losses in Crocker 
from two fires totals over forty thou-
sand dollars. Practically all of this 
loss could have been prevented had 
the city had adequate fire protection. 
To save a few dollars in taxes Crock-
er people have seen thousands of 
dollars in property go up in smoke, 
and the city set back an incalculable 
degree in progress. A third of the 
amount claimed by the fire demon 
in the recent fires would have given 
the city adequate fire protection, 
saved most of the burned property 
and reduced the insurance rate from 
one-half to three-fourths; also the 
plant would soon pay for itself and 
become a source of revenue to the 
city from the sale of water to pri-

vate individuals. The saving on the 
insurance rate alone would go a long 
way towards making a water system 
a paying investment for Crocker. 
When will the city wake up to the 
realization of the need of fire protec-
tion? Possibly when the remaining 
portion of the city is wiped out.

April 16
Richland Mirror

   J. B. Woodward and son, Ernest, 
have purchased the entire stock in 
the Richland Light & Power plant 
and are now the sole owners. The 
people of Richland will be glad to 
know that the plant is owned and 
controlled by local men. 

April 23
Dixon Pilot

At Crocker.
   The new ice plant to be installed 
by T. H. Turpin, the Crystal Bottling 
Works man at Crocker, will soon be 
producing ice.
   Mr. Turpin has had a large force of 
workmen very busy for some time 
erecting a substantial two-story 
building, 40x60 feet, to house the ice 
plant and the bottling works, and he 
expects to have all the machinery 
installed ready for business by the 
middle of May. The new building is 
located opposite Mr. Turpin’s pa-
latial residence and in front of the 
Frisco station—on “Sardine Corner.”
   Dr. J. E. Rayl has contracted with 
an architect for the erection of a 
large brick building on the site of 
his concrete and frame buildings 
recently destroyed by the big Crock-
er fire [in March]. The building is 
to be 60x90 feet, two stories, with 
extensive basement, and is to cost 
$12,000. On the first floor will be 
three large store rooms, which will 
be occupied by  T. M. Peterson’s 
drug store, Fred Burgess’ gener-
al store and Onnie Gifford’s meat 
market and grocery, all facing east. 
At the west end, facing south, will 
be Dr. Rayl’s offices. The entire 
second floor will be fitted up in the 
most modern way for a hotel of a 
couple of dozen rooms, which will 
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be conducted by Mr. and Mrs. C. 
E. Teeple. The entrance to the hotel 
will be from the center of the south 
side of the building, facing the Odd 
Fellows’ building.

April 30, 1915
Dixon Pilot

CROCKER HARD HIT BY THIRD 
BIG FIRE WITHIN SIX MONTHS
Seventeen Thousand Dollar Fire Licks 

Up S. Gleave’s Furniture Store and 
Lumber Sheds, J. L. Hoops’ Mill and 
Elevator, 25,000 R. R. Ties and Star 

Printing Outfit.
   Crocker suffered the third di-
sastrous fire within the last six 
months when the large business 
house owned and occupied by S. 
Gleave, J. L. Hoops’ large grist mill 
and grain elevator, the new lum-
ber sheds owned by S. Gleave and 
a small stock of lumber owned by 
E. S. Bond, and about 2500 rail-
road ties owned by the Hobart-Lee 
Tie Co. were reduced to ashes last 
Saturday night [April 24] by a fire 
of unknown origin which started in 
Gleave’s Furniture store.
   The Gleave building was a large 
two-story frame building with iron 
siding. Mr. Gleave had the first floor 
pretty well packed full of new furni-
ture, including a number of coffins, 
a $500 piano, some cream separa-
tors, etc.
   The large concrete basement was 
used by Mr. Gleave for the egg de-
partment of his produce business.
   The second floor of the building 

was used as an opera house, and 
on this floor was stored the para-
phernalia of the Odd Fellows’ lodge, 
which was rescued when the Odd 
Fellows’ building burned last fall. 
On the second floor was also over 
$500 worth of new printing material 
stored there by the publishers of Pi-
lot last fall. Nothing was saved from 
the building, as the interior was well 
ablaze before the fire was discov-
ered. Mr. Gleave’s loss is estimated at 
about $8,000. He had about $5,000 
insurance.
   Mr. Hoops’s loss on mill and eleva-
tor building, machinery, grain and 
flour is estimated at $5,000 and he 
had about $2,000 insurance.
   The lumber and railroad ties were 
a clear loss.
   Heroic work saved Chas. Johnson’s 
residence, though the siding on 
the south side was charred by the 
heat. His damage is well covered by 
insurance.
   The Pioneer Telephone Co. suf-
fered some damage and loss. Slight 
damage was also sustained by the 
Telegraph Co. when the ties burned.
   We are told that J. L. Hoops had a 
close call for his life: that he was on 
top of his grain elevator trying to 
save it when the high south wall of 
the burning Gleave building swung 
over against the mill building. Fire 
below shut off his escape by way of 
the stairs, and no ladder was at hand 
long enough to reach him, but by 
men holding a ladder up on their 
hands he was rescued.

   The last big fire before this oc-
curred four weeks to a quarter of an 
hour previous to this one. The other 
one was on the 10th of November. 
They all happened at or immediately 
after 9:00 p.m., the first on Tuesday 
night and the last two on Saturday 
night.
   Mr. Hoops, Mr. Gleave and the Pi-
oneer Telephone Co. each sustained 
losses in the fire of March 27.
   The property destroyed by the fire 
was all first-class stuff. The buildings 
were practically new. They were 
located south of the Frisco depot, 
immediately on the east side of the 
railroad about a block from the site 
of the two previous fires.
   The Pilot man, while finishing 
addressing last week’s sheet to the 
subscribers, at about 12 o’clock Sat-
urday night, was apprised of the fire, 
and arrived on the scene in Crocker 
at 1:00—in time to see the four ricks 
of ties burn. They made some fire.
[Pictures on page 13.]

Richland Mirror
   George L. Cole has been employed 
as superintendent of the schools.
     The salaries for the Richland 
teachers were fixed as follows: 
Principal $50, all others $42.50 per 
month. [It is interesting that Editor 
Cole did not publish the salary of 
Superintendent Cole, who were one 
and the same.] 

May 6
Crocker News

Crocker To Have

 Four Year High School
   Crocker is to have a four year high 
school this coming school year. This 
fact was assured the other day when 
a number of public spirited citizens 
of the school district pledged about 
five hundred dollars towards main-
taining the extra grade next year. 
This move puts Crocker at the top 
of the schools in Pulaski County 
and shows that the town is alive and 
wide awake along educational lines. 
Quite a bit of credit for this move is 
due to Prof. Trippe, but more is due 
to the people for the readiness and 
enthusiasm with which they came 
to the support of the plan, finan-
cially and morally. The News is glad 
to chronicle this forward step for it 
shows that we are doing as much as 
possible for the better education of 
the rising generation—the citizens 
of tomorrow.

Moves to New Quarters
   The Crocker State Bank will move 
into their new quarters on the cor-
ner, in the I. O. O. F. building from 
which they were driven by the fire 
last November when the building 
burned out. Their quarters have 
been thoroughly overhauled and 
refinished and now they have one 
of the neatest banking offices to be 
found in country towns. Drop in 
and see them. Cashier Chas. Ous-
ley will be there to extend the glad 
hand.
   Chris Adamson, one of Pulaski 
county’s progressive citizens, living 
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near Crocker, paid the News office 
a visit last Saturday morning. In the 
course of the conversation Mr. Ad-
amson called the editor’s attention 
to an article in a recent issue of the 
News stating that Monroe Evans, 
of Richland, was the first Pulaski 
county farmer to purchase a tractor. 
Mr. Adamson, it seems, has that 
honor. He brought the first tractor 
to this county last fall and unloaded 
it at Crocker. He also sold one to 
Chris Strom, also of near here, and 
later sold Mr. Evans his tractor. We 
are glad that Crocker has the honor 
of introducing this modern farm 
implement in Pulaski county.

May 7
Dixon Pilot

   Amusements and attractions 
seemed plentiful here Saturday 
evening. The Gem was in full swing, 
a medicine show held forth on the 
street, the ice cream social and 
bazaar by the Ladies’ Aid of the 
Christian Church catered to good 
business in the Franklin concrete 
building, and last, but not necessar-
ily least, there was something doing 
at the city hall and holdover.

   Unless a quarantine is established 
here soon, the fishing fever promises 
to envelope the whole community. 
Been feeling the symptoms our-
selves.

May 13
Crocker News

   Tom Turpin, the ice man, has be-
gun making soda and ice cream and 
will soon have the ice plant running. 
Crocker need not worry about the 
hot weather this summer.

June 4
Richland Mirror

PRIZES FOR FLIES
   The collection of flies for which 
the Richland Civics Club has of-
fered a prize each to the boy and 
girl bringing in the largest number 
or amount of flies has been changed 
from June 1 to Tuesday afternoon, 
June 8. Collection will be made and 
prizes awarded at the school house 
at 2:30 o’clock P. M. June 8. Get busy 
with your fly swatters and fly traps. 
Don’t forget the date. Bring your 
flies! [Controlling flies was a commu-
nity cause in the summer of ’15.]

June 4

Dixon Pilot
   The Pulaski County road machin-
ery has at last arrived at Crocker. It 
is first to be used in building a good 
road from Crocker to Waynesville 
and from Waynesville to Richland, 
a distance of twenty-five miles in 
all, at a cost of $125 a mile, and 
the county is to pay $5,000 for the 
machinery. The work is to require 
about five months’ time.

June 18
Richland Mirror

NOTICE.
   An Ozark Trails Convention will 
be held in Lebanon, Tuesday after-
noon June 22. This is an organiza-
tion for the promotion of a good 
road through the Ozarks for auto-
mobiles. It is a splendid undertaking 
and everyone interested in the wel-
fare of Richland and Pulaski county 
should make special efforts to attend 
this convention. This convention 
will have much to do with the loca-
tion of the trail through the Ozarks. 
The Old Wire Road is a competitor 
for the trail and has claims worthy 
of consideration. It is requested that 
Richland shall be well represented 

with automobiles. [This is the first 
mention of good roads in the Mirror.]

June 25
Dixon Pilot

Ozark Trail via Dixon.
   In response to the Ozark Trail 
article in Pilot on the 11th, the 
Business Men’s Club met promptly 
and took decisive action. Commit-
tees were appointed and our people 
were thoroughly organized to look 
after the interests of this section, 
and, believe us, they were looked 
after. Seventy of our good people 
were at the Lebanon Convention to 
see that Dixon’s claims were proper-
ly presented. Dixon had the largest 
delegation present of any town in 
Pulaski County, but Richland came 
so close to us that there wasn’t any 
fun left, and Crocker came right 
down the line after them.
   The fact of the business was Pu-
laski county just simply swamped 
the convention and carried off the 
honors.
   The Convention was  presided 
over by Hon. J. T. Woodruff of 
Springfield, formerly a Crawford 
county boy, and G. W. Shelton of 
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This couple, receiving Old Age Assistance (part of the 1935 Social Security 
Act), has resided in this log cabin since 1914. He is 77 years of age and she 
is 67. They raised eight children on their 76 acre farm and were displaced 
in December to make way for the cantonment area. Mussman Report, State 
Historical Society of Missouri.

“This modest appearing store, housing a post office and grocery, represents 
the entire business district of Tribune, which is hardly more than a wide 
stretch in the road on Highway 17. Located here for 13 years, the occupants 
expect to move by March 1, some considerably earlier.” Springfield Daily 
News.



Dixon was the Secretary.
   When our people figured out the 
route they intended to present to the 
Ozark Trails Association’s Com-
mittee, they felt sure they would 
propose the best possible route that 
could be selected between Spring-
field and St. Louis, and it proved to 
be so. It is practically a “bee-line” 
from Springfield to St. Louis, leaving 
the Frisco where the railroad makes 
the crook at Dixon.
   In a write-up of the Convention at 
Lebanon, the Iberia Sentinel, which 
was personally represented by its ed-
itor and publisher, Ben. M. Martin, 
put it very aptly in its this week’s 
issue when it says:
   The route most favored by the 
Convention was the one following the 
Frisco Railroad as far as Dixon and 
thence northeast via Vienna, Owens-
ville and Union to St. Louis.
   One of the best rock roads in the 

State has already been built from 
St. Louis to Union, and there were 
plenty substantial representatives 
present at Lebanon to vouch for the 
fact that the balance of the chain 
would be completed, and it will be. 
The counties of Webster and Laclede 
propose to complete the trail at once 
so far as they are concerned. Pulaski 
county has spent considerable mon-
ey for road machinery and is very 
much on record for good roads—
she is building them now and is 
figuring on buying more machinery 
to hurry the good work.
   It is probable that the plan that will 
be decided on will be that of orga-
nizing special road districts along 
the route of the trail in the county 
and voting bonds in these districts. 
That would appear to be a feasible 
way of getting at the matter. As Mr. 
Woodruff, the able chairman of the 
Convention said, no county ever 

built a system of good roads without 
going in debt; all railroads are built 
on borrowed money and the great 
corporations and all big undertak-
ings are founded in the same way; 
and we believe our people have 
about arrived at the place where 
they have come to the conclusion 
that this is the only way to ever get 
good roads in this section.
   The matter of paying a small add-
ed tax doesn’t spell so much when 
you get down to real figures on it. 
The added benefit to the commu-
nity would more than offset the 
extra tax. In one way or another 
good roads will increase everyone’s 
income sufficient  to offset the little 
added tax.
   One thing that bears on our mind 
is the fact that whenever any prop-
osition for issuing bonds is men-
tioned, almost the only fellows to 
raise a howl about increasing taxes 

are those whose taxes, like those of 
Pilot, are too insignificant to even be 
worthy of mention; while the fellows 
who have large possessions and who 
plunk down the real taxes seldom 
complain and are almost invariably 
in the forefront of any move to in-
crease taxes for any purpose whatev-
er that will add to the advancement 
of the community. And if the fellows 
who have to pay the real taxes are 
willing to have them increase to 
build good roads—the paramount 
need of this part of the country—
Pilot will be there to contribute its 
might before the last roll is called.
[What Richland’s attitude about the 
convention was is unknown. The 
issue after the meeting is missing.]

July 2
Dixon Pilot

To Put It Up to the Court.
   The Committee meeting of Rich-
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land, Crocker and Dixon Com-
mercial Clubs was held in Dixon 
Tuesday afternoon, as per schedule. 
All the officers of the Ozark Trail 
Association of Pulaski County were 
present as follows:
   J. L. Hoops, Crocker, President

   F. H. Wright, Richland,
  Vice-President
   S. G. Black, Swedeborg,
  Vice-President
   Arthur Alexander, Hancock
  Vice-President
   Chas. Ousley, Crocker, Secretary

   G. W. Shelton, Dixon, Treasurer
   The meeting was well attended by 
Dixon enthusiasts, and after sev-
eral talks on plans for getting the 
Trail built through the county, it 
was unanimously decided that the 
Committee should confer with the 
County Court at Waynesville next 
Wednesday.
   The idea suggested by Mr. Hoops 
at the organization at Lebanon last 
week for the county to buy another 
tractor outfit with which to build 
the Trail road and with which to 
build other roads in the county, is 
the basis of the plan the Association 
will work on. The plan seems to 
meet with the approval of everyone 
without exception whose attention 
is called to it, and undoubtedly it 
will be approved by the Court.
   The tractor that is at work on the 
Crocker-Waynesville road is doing 
great work. It is simply wonderful 
what the  “shootin’ match” is do-
ing—making about half a mile a day 
of excellent road at a cost of $17.
   We believe the county is able to 
buy another one of these outfits and 
we can’t imagine any better use that 
it could put $5,000 to than invest 

it in road machinery that has been 
tried and found to deliver the goods 
to the utmost satisfaction. There is 
nothing Pulaski county is as much 
in need of as good roads, and no 
other investment of ten times as 
much money could add as much 
to the value of the county and to 
convenience and comfort of the 
citizenship in general. With two of 
these tractors it would not require 
a great deal of time to build good 
roads all over the county, which 
would immediately place our county 
in a much higher rank in more ways 
than one.
   If necessary to vote bonds, the 
quicker we vote them the quicker we 
will reap the benefits.
   In the matter of taxes Mr. Hoops 
Tuesday put the question in a very 
true but different light than perhaps 
many have looked at it. He stated 
that the man on the farm who hauls 
railroad ties and farm produce to 
town pays more taxes than the big 
merchants and other business men, 
in that the tie hauler pulls his team 
hard every day bringing in eight or 
ten ties, while if he had a good road 
to travel on he could just as easily if 
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The high school at Bloodland, completed two years earlier by the Work 
Projects Administration (WPA) was the pride of the community. Mussman 
Report, State Historical Society of Missouri.

Since 1925, this tiny church with colored glass windows has stood on this 
site. For years, it was a rather lonely spot. But now, it’s almost buried in 
the welter of activity at the camp. As the sign above the entrance says, the 
church is Dry Creek Holiness Mission. Another sign informs workers: 
“Payday Jan. 2, A. M.,” indicating the church has been used as a paymaster’s 
office. Springfield Daily News.



not more easily haul twice as many 
ties at a load, and make the trip in 
less time. When you come to think 
about it the fellows that travel our 
make-shift roads are paying a heavy 
tax every day.
   Undoubtedly those who have to 
use our miserable roads regularly 
cannot conscientiously oppose a 
bond issue. If their children have to 
finish paying them off it is a self evi-
dent fact that they could afford to do 
so. Having the advantages of good 
roads to begin with they would be 
more able perhaps than their dads 
are now.
   There isn’t one good reason under 
the sun that can be advanced for Pu-
laski county staying in the rut, and 
we do not think she will. Our people 
are determined to pull out of the rut, 
and it will take an earthquake cou-
pled with a cyclone to prevent the 
building of good roads in Pulaski 
county, Missouri, U.S.A., in the no 
distant future.

July 16
Dixon Pilot

Do You Want a Band?
   Do the City Council, Citizens 
and Business men of Dixon want a 
Band?
   The citizens and business men 
now realize the benefits and needs of 
a good Band organization in Dixon 
and have signified their desire that 
a new and more permanent band 
organization be perfected soon, and 
feel that everyone should assist in 
such organization, to the end that 

music can be had at home by home 
people whenever wanted for any 
public entertainment or business 
undertaking.
   On some occasions it is necessary 
to have a band, and to have the 
necessary music. I feel assured that 
if our Board of Aldermen, citizens 
and business men generally will lend 
the assistance they should, there can 
and will be a good and permanent 
band organization perfected in Dix-
on by those who are in business who 
are permanently located and expect 
to remain in Dixon.
   The first step in reorganization of 
a good permanent band is to get the 
hearty co-operation of every citizen 
and business man of Dixon. In order 

to get those who will make good and 
permanent members of a band, they 
must be assured that the band would 
be supported by the necessary funds 
and the influence and aid of our best 
citizens and business men to sustain 
a first-class band.
         H. J. von Gremp.
   
   If Dixon people are to have and 
keep a concert band, we must make 
up our minds to support a band 
organization. Bands have went by 
the wayside heretofore for the lack 
of support, and it would be folly for 
another band to organize without 
having a guarantee of good faith 
on the part of the citizenship. Why 
pay $50 for a band (that isn’t much 

“punk” at best) to come from else-
where to play for us on each single 
occasion? It is up to the people of 
Dixon.

July 23
Dixon Pilot

  Considerable improvement is be-
ing done at the Pickle Station. Two 
large tanks or tubs have just been 
erected, making eight 1200 and two 
500-bushel tanks in all and Manager 
McGirr expects to fill all of them 
with cucumbers this season and 
then perhaps not be able to han-
dle all the supply, as ground by the 
hundreds of acres is to be planted 
to cucumbers. The present capacity 
of the plant, as will be seen above is 
10,600 bushels.
   A new and extensive platform has 
also been built on the north side of 
the plant.
   The owners of the pickle plant 
a few years ago were reluctant to 
station the original small equipment 
here till several of us stood for $20 
apiece on a guarantee to them that 
the farmers around Dixon would 
produce enough cucumbers to make 
the venture profitable at this place. 
And it has made good from the 
start, and the Company is contin-
ually enlarging and improving the 
plant.
   We understand the Pickle Compa-
ny will use the Dixon canning plant 
in connection with the pickle plant 
in putting up dill pickles.

July 30
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OPEN SATURDAY
BY APPT. ONLY
Waynesville, MO

Free Estimates

573-774-0380
PO Box 4007  Waynesville, MO 65583

St. Louis Cardinals’ Mort Cooper (left) and Johnny Mize hunted for the 
last time in 1940 on the grounds near Bloodland that became part of Fort 
Leonard Wood.  Cooper, a pitcher, was on the teams which won World 
Series titles in both 1942 and 1944. He was the 1942 National League Most 
Valuable Player. Mize’s 43 home runs in 1940 set a Cardinals’ team record 
that stood for nearly 60 years. The State Historical Society.



Richland Mirror
 More automobiles in town this 
week. Messrs. Press, Lingsweiler, 
Evington and E. L. Payne are the 
newest recruits. Most of them are of 
the Ford type with now and then a 
sprinkling of the other varieties.
     Remember the Good Roads Day 
at Richland, August 10. Be a booster 
for the Ozarks Trail, come to Rich-
land and help us put Pulaski county 
on the map.

August 13
Dixon Pilot

Good Meeting at Richland.
   Several of our local O. T. boosters 
attended the big meeting at Rich-
land Tuesday, though a number here 
as well as all along the line were 
kept from attending by the rain. The 
meeting was a good one and well 
attended considering the amount of 
rain.
   J. T. Woodruff of Springfield was 
Chairman and G. W. Shelton of 
Dixon  was Secretary of the meeting, 
and Mr. Woodruff made the first 
talk, telling about the beginning of 
the good road movement at Spring-
field by organizing a special road 
district, and that they found they 
had abundance of money from the 
regular tax, and they paid thirty per 
cent on the building of a number of 
roads many miles out from Spring-
field. Mr. Woodruff reminded all 
that the O. T. was not only a good 
road through the Ozarks, but that 
the part of the Trail we are interest-
ed in is a link of a transcontinental 

road from San Francisco to New 
York. And the road is being built 
just as much for wagons as autos. 
[This reference to a transcontinental 
road is the first mention of the vision 
of what became Route 66 that Wood-
ruff and Cyrus Avery of Oklahoma 
championed. Woodruff became the 
first president of the U. S. Route 66 
Association and Avery is acknowl-
edged as the “father” of the road.] 

August 20
Dixon Pilot

Road Meet Postponed.
   On account of the immense 
amount of rain and mud produced 
thereby, the big good roads meet-
ing and the Picnic scheduled for 
the 21st has been postponed for a 
few days. Notice of new date will be 
sent out soon. [It should be under-
stood that the citizens of yore were 
not afraid to get wet or muddy. The 

problem was that the roads became 
impassable.]
   Peaches and apples certainly are 
plentiful this season, and the prices 
are almost in reach of printers.

   Pouring oil upon troubled waters 
was a practice of ancient days, but in 
modern times we have different uses 
for oil.
   We put it upon our streets and 
roads, and it pays for itself many 
times over.
   Since the automobile made its 
appearance the practice of oiling 
streets has come into general use, 
and has proven by actual experi-
ment to be one of the best methods 
of preserving our public highways.

August 27
Dixon Pilot

   The finest home-grown Elberta 
peaches we ever saw have been sell-
ing at 50c a bushel.
   The farmers along the O. T. route 
near Dixon don’t seem to be fall-
ing over themselves in subscribing 
to the fund for building the road. 
Though the road would mean more 
to them than to any business man in 
Dixon, yet it seems they are waiting 
for Dixon business men to tender 
them the road on a silver platter.
   Large numbers  of our people 
went to Jerome, Arlington and other 
points on the river Sunday to view 
the high waters. We saw the water 
at its highest point during the rise. 
In places it was touching the main 

2015 Old Settlers Gazette - Page 28 Old Settlers Gazette Archive online - www.oldstagecoachstop.org

Judge Colin Long
welcomes you to

Old Settlers Day

and

Historic downtown waynesville

ANTIQUES
Buy • Sell • Trade • Appraisals

Paranormal Tours

T albo t  Hou se

Corner Hwy 17 & 405 North Street
in Downtown Waynesville, MO

Open Tue-Fri 11:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Call 573-774-6096   Cell  573-528-3539

Old
Carnival

Glass

Old
Clocks

• Choice Hand-cut Steaks
• Ribs, Chicken, Seafood & More
• Homemade Yeast Rolls

Catering
Curbside take-out

ColtonsSteakHouse.com
318 Marshall Drive • St. Robert

(573) 451-2686

This is the initial area in southern Pulaski County surveyed for the training 
camp. Boundaries shifted several times during the first six months. 



girders of the railroad bridge. A riv-
erman said it was a twenty-six and 
a half foot rise. The gravel barge at 
Arlington which cost about $6,000 
was claimed by the Piney flood.
   High water caused a fire that 
destroyed the Powell lumber shed 

and stock at Newburg. The fire was 
started by slacking lime which was 
reached by the water.

September 2
Richland Mirror

CITY TO HAVE NEW PARK

   The City Council and the business 
men have made arrangements to 
gravel McClurg street from Piney 
street two blocks north west to the 
depot and teams will be put to work 
at once hauling the gravel. The Fris-
co R. R. Co. has promised that if the 

city will gravel this street they will 
Park the vacant strip lying between 
the railroad track and the hotel plac-
ing the Frisco emblem of flowers 
within the park and surround it by 
a graveled drive. The company has 
just recently fenced the park lying 
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Seda’s Gift ShoppeSeda’s Gift Shoppe
Something for Everyone!

107 N. Benton, Downtown Waynesville
573-774-6910

Military and Uniformed Services
10% discount every day
Mon - Fri    10:00 - 6:00

Sat     9:00 - 3:00
Home Decor • Americana 

Victorian • Candles • Baskets 
Jewelry • T-Shirts • Greeting Cards 

Wall Decor 
New Items Weekly!

Eleven family members live in this log home. U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture Report, “Implications of Land Use Adjustments in Connection With 
The Defense Program,” Albert H. Mussman, 1941 (Mussman Report).

A U. S. Forest Service representative is optioning the property from the 
matriarch of the family pictured at left and owner of the homestead. This 
picture from the Mussman Report as are the two images below.

Agricultural Economist Albert Mussman identified this board and batten 
house as a typical residence. It may have been originally made of logs.

There were also very productive farms where “thrifty, industrious people 
have enjoyed comfortable living.” Mussman Report.


